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Cornerstone honors key partners
Safe Harbor held its eleventh annual Cornerstone
Awards and 1,000 Women (and Men) fundraising campaign on Thursday April 28th at Bellefonte Country
Club. This year’s hostess for the event was Dr. Candy
Boykin, board member at Safe Harbor. Every year we
honor individuals who have been instrumental in the
organization’s growth during the past 39 years. This
year we honored the incorporators of Safe Harbor,
Virginia Hager, Peggy Purdom Patterson, Sally Hermansdorfer, Ron McBride, Marc Rosen, Mary Jo Scott,
Charollet Forrest, and Ann Perkins. These individuals
signed the incorporation papers in 1989 for Safe Harbor after it opened in 1983. Lori Cooksey from City National Bank was also honored for her dedication and
service to help the families at Safe Harbor.
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From the Desk of Ann Perkins, Executive Director
When I started my job as executive director of the YWCA in 1986, I joined the board of
Safe Harbor. At the time, Safe Harbor was under the umbrella of Pathways. Like many
shelters in Kentucky, we started under an umbrella agency in order to have non-profit
status. After several years, Pathways asked if we were interested in becoming our own
501c3. With the help of Peggy Patterson, our board wrote bylaws, filed for incorporation, and we became an independent non-profit. I served 10 years on the board until I
rolled off in 1996. Two years later, Safe Harbor Board President Bea Gehringer asked
me to return to the board. The Executive Director resigned that same year, and we were
having difficulty finding a replacement. Board Treasurer Drew Baldock asked me to
step in as executive director. And 23 years later, I can still say this is the greatest job in
the world. There is nothing better than saving lives and giving people an opportunity to
change their life.
As Safe Harbor has evolved throughout the years and as our state coalition has grown,
I’ve recognized the significance of where we were 39 years ago versus where we are
now. Safe Harbor started out in a small house on Winchester Avenue before moving to the nurses’ dormitory of the TB
hospital. As needs grew, we grew one building at a time. This progression of needs changed us profoundly, forcing us to
look at domestic violence and all of its woven threads of generational issues such as sexual assault, mental health, physical health, education, poverty, homelessness, childhood trauma, and substance abuse in a very complicated and daunting
way. No longer could we look at domestic violence as a simple act of violence, usually against women, with the mindset
that it could be solved by simply walking away. Little did we know that we were just touching the surface of a most
complex and layered cultural phenomenon.
Domestic violence comes in so many forms: physical, mental, emotional, sexual, financial and isolation. Its premise is
always about power and control. Many people who have never experienced it don’t understand why someone wouldn’t
just walk away. When you have been a witness to violence and it has been in your family for generations, it’s not easy as
you are often isolated, beaten down, have no car, no job, no education, no support system, and have children to raise.
As we looked back at our history, we thought about our beginning and recently took the opportunity to honor those who
gave their time, expertise, and energy to help start our community’s journey to end violence in our lifetime. Thanks
to our incorporators, the Hon. Peggy Patterson, Ron McBride, Marc Rosen, Charolette Forrest, Mary Jo Scott, Sally
Hermansdorfer, Virginia Hager, myself, our community partners City National and Lori Cooksey, and individuals that
helped Safe Harbor grow. From a tiny house on Winchester Avenue, to a complex of emergency, transitional and permanent supportive apartments, it was a step-by-step process. Today Safe Harbor houses approximately 150 men, women,
and children on our property on any given day. We are grateful and thankful for all those that have made us an agency
that has literally saved thousands of lives in 39 years.
Safe Harbor is the support and empowerment system that wraps our arms around families and holds them up. Without
Safe Harbor many would die, become homeless, lose their children, lose their family, homes, and jobs. This ugly scourge
costs our community and our country trillions of dollars. Helping stop domestic violence is possible if we decide as a
country that we won’t tolerate it. That is what it will take. Each of you can make a difference and we are all needed to
solve this problem. Please join me in preventing and eliminating domestic violence in our community today. Call our
hotline at 606-329-9304 if you want to help, need help, or want to make a referral.
Safe Harbor BOARD OF DIRECTORS

HEATHER VAN DEREN,
President
TINA MUSSETTER,
Vice President
MICHAEL ROBINSON,
Treasurer
BRUCE DAVIS
PAM FULTZ
Secretary
SUSAN FRIED
Past President

Matt Davis
Mia Brown
Lisa Justice
Rev. Mark Kloha
Tina Dotson
Leigh Latherow
Theresia Gussler
Dr. Candy Boykin
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Safe Harbor’s Early History
As told by the Honorable Peggy Patterson
My first job fresh out of law school in 1976 was to work as a clerk for Judge David Hermansdorfer at
the federal courthouse in Catlettsburg. As the junior law clerk, I fielded calls from women reporting
that they had been abused by their husbands and asking for help. I couldn’t believe their stories of the
physical and emotional abuse they had experienced. And I was appalled that despite my legal training, I
didn’t have any good answers when they asked me, what can I do and where can I go?
So, I asked my judge for guidance, and, among other advice, he suggested I talk to his wife Sally, who
was serving on the national board of the YWCA, where domestic violence was a priority issue. Sally
introduced me to Betty Hershberger, the director of domestic violence victims in Ashland. Sally also
introduced me to her good friend Jim Rucker, the presbyterian Church minister, who told me about how
the local ministerial association would sometimes provide money for women to get a motel room for a
few days, which was clearly an inadequate solution.
Another very important person in those initial days was Doris Leslie, who was one of the senior people
at Pathways Mental Health Center, and who believed very strongly that domestic violence victims
should get whatever support services they needed, including counseling. Another important initial supporter was KCADV, the KY Coalition Against Domestic Violence, which was trying to start a shelter in
Lexington.
Other local people who were interested in doing something about domestic violence were Ashland
Mayor David Welch, Hope Lipsitz, and Dr. Manual Garcia, the emergency room physician at Kings
Daughters Hospital, who often treated seriously injured abuse victims. In 1978, I went to work in David
Welch’s law firm. One day in 1979, Mr. Welch (who was still the mayor), told me that he had hired a
very bright, progressive new Chief of Police, Ron McBride, who I should talk to. Ron was an enthusiastic supporter from day one and pushed for us to open a shelter as soon as possible.
In 1980, working with KCADV, I helped draft and lobbied for a law passed by the KY legislature to
add $10 to the marriage license fee. Now called Trust and Agency money, that fee has generated approximately $14,850,000, and has been a crucial source of reliable funding for shelters. Eventually,
spouse abuse shelters were put into the state budget in the General Fund. With such money making it
possible to open a shelter in Ashland, in 1982, we formed the first board of directors for Safe Harbor.
Doris Leslie, Sally Hermansdorfer, Betty Hershberger, Ron McBride, Hope Lipsitz, Jim Rucker, and
Dr. Manuel Garcia served on our initial board. I was President, Sally was Vice President, and Hope was
our Secretary/Treasurer.
										
Continued on page 4
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In 1983, with funds coming in from the marriage license tax, as well as general funding provided by the
state of KY, we decided to open a shelter in an old house on Winchester Avenue. Pathways became the
oversight nonprofit agency that was the passthrough for state and federal funds and oversaw the contract with the state of KY Cabinet for Families. So many people worked tirelessly to get the building in
decent shape. Local churches and civic groups helped furnish rooms and provide necessary supplies.
When Safe Harbor opened its doors, Hope Lipsitz was the initial director, and Doris Leslie coordinated
services with Pathways. The Presbyterian Church continued its valuable support, while Ron McBride
identified-and helped us get-grant money for important aspects of the shelter’s operations. Thanks to
Ron, local police officers began responding more promptly and supportively to calls for help from victims. When a victim wanted to bring charges against their abusers, our Boyd Co. District judges-especially John Simpson and Ed Rice-and later Marc Rosen-pushed local prosecutors to do their job. For too
many years earlier, victims who wanted to bring criminal charges hadn’t had that level of support.
On the state level, KCADV and the KY YMCA continued to lead the charge. The Lexington shelter,
which was among the first shelters in KY-the first one was in Louisville-always accepted any woman
from our 10-county service area who would be in real danger if she stayed at Safe Harbor. The KY
Commission on Women, a strong supporter of domestic violence efforts since the early 1970’s, was also
a crucial supporter for getting more state funding. A couple of years after Safe Harbor opened its shelter
on Winchester Avenue, Pathways suggested moving into the old TB Hospital’s nurse’s dormitory, which
was a perfect place because it had 12 bedrooms. Owned by the state of KY, we obtained a 99- year lease
on that building at a cost of one dollar per year. In 1986, Ann Perkins became the executive director of
the Ashland YWCA and took Betty Hershberger’s position on our Safe Harbor board of directors.
In 1989, Pathways decided that it would be better if Safe Harbor became an independent operation. So,
I wrote the incorporation papers to make Safe Harbor of Northeast KY an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation. The incorporators were the members of our Safe Harbor board at the time: Peggy
Purdom, Virginia Hager, Sally Hermansdorfer, Ann Perkins, Ron McBride, Marc Rosen, Mary Jo Scott,
and Charollet Forrest. Our official incorporation date was April 17, 1989. In August of 1990, upon being
appointed to a federal judgeship, I was required to leave Safe Harbor’s board. But I was comforted by
the fact that so many strong, long- time supporters remained on our board, especially Ann Perkins. Little
did I know then that Ann would play a crucial role in getting the shelter through some very rough times
in the mid-1990’s.
By Peggy Purdom Patterson
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Celebrating Mother’s Day!
The week of Mother’s Day we like to celebrate the women and mother’s at Safe Harbor
by offering fun groups and activities with the women. This year Heather Lynn Photography volunteered to take photos of the survivors and thier children. We also offered
many fun activities and craft groups held by the Boyd County Library and staff at Safe
harbor. A Mother’s Day luncheon was provided with gift bags and prizes.
Pictured left
is sand art
that survivors
made with
Safe Harbor
staff.

Pictured left is
Heather Wilson
with Heather Lynn
Photography taking Mother’s Day
Photos of survivors and their
children.

Pictured above are gift bags for the survivors
given during the Mother’s Day luncheon.

Pictured above are flower pots painted by
survivors during a craft group provided by the
Boyd County Library.

Safe Harbor Staff
Executive Director
Ann Perkins
Assistant Director
Shelia Boyles
Director of Finance & Administration
Beth Lunsford
Housing/Maintenance
Coordinator
Abbe Tomlin

Transitional Housing
Coordinator
Stephanie Brandon
Maintenance Assistants
Mark Justus
DerekHillard
Oliver Barber
Volunteer/Outreach Coordinator
Tiffanie Buckner

Case Manager Coordinator
Tammie Gullett
Legal/Outreach Advocates
Amanda Wyatt
Julianna Keeton
Child Advocates
Bonnie Boyd
Holly Helphinstine
Client Advocates
Ashlee McMilan

Rosie Smith
Linda Brown
Donna Hall
Jennifer Morrison
Nancy Ross
Yetta Layne
Kayla Osborne
Sherry Everhart
April Ison
Vicki Hardy
Tracy Williams
Crystal Grubb
Kaylee Haney

If you or someone you know is a victim of domestic violence, call
1-800-926-2150 or (606) 329-9304

Lori Chandler
Cindy Parsons
Cafeteria Manager
Debbie Layne
Rene Fitch(Assistant)
Art Studio Advocate
Jennifer Phillips
AmeriCorps
Alyshia Duncan
Pam Oldham
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Thanks to our wonderful donors!

During the past several months, the
following donors, organizations, foundations and businesses generously
contributed to Safe Harbor:
Marathon Your Cause
Kroger
Marathon Community Investment Programs
Marathon The Blackbaud Giving Fund
Northern KY Legal Aid Society
Mary Anne Jones
Paul Semisch
Jane Layman
Facing Hunger Foodbank
Linda Williams

Cornerstone/ 1,000 Women (and
Men) Campaign:
John and Heather Van Deren
Community Trust Bank
Bruce Davis
Judith Fannin
Gerald and Annie Mansbach
Ashland Community and Technical
College
Kelley Galloway Smith Goolsby PSC
David and Tina Mussetter
Clara Marcum
Carter and Theresia Gussler
Phyllis Konerman
Pam Fultz
Roy Johnson
Brenda Platt
Mary B. Reams
Peggy Patterson
Marathon Petroleum Inc.
Marc Rosen
Charles Hedrick
Charollet Forrest

King’s Daughters Medical
Center
Douglas and Jacquelin
Moore
Dr. Candy Boykin
Marie Wheeler
Terry and Cindy Blanton
Robert and Susan Fried
Beth Taylor
Jay and Reta Richert
Stanley and Treca
Timberlake
Leigh Latherow
Second Hand Rose
City National Bank
Easter baskets:
First Baptist Church of
Ashland
Wildwood Church of God
Youth Group
Ironton Church of Christ
First Christian Church
David Seals

Thank you to the wonderful donors
who donated Easter baskets and supplies so our kids at Safe Harbor could
have a wonderful Easter! Pictured

above is First Baptist Church in Ashland
who donated 55 Children’s Easter baskets.

In-Kind Donations:
Heather Lynn Photography
Kroger
ACTC Cosmetology
Boyd County Public Library
Girl Scouts of KY Wilderness
Road
Pictured above is a donation from Oakland Avenue Baptist Church. 25 bags filled
with every item needed to have a birthday
party such as cake mix, cake icing, Birthday decorations, and toys.
Pictured above is Easter
baskets donated by Ironton
Church of Christ.

Mission Statement:

Safe Harbor of Northeast Kentucky is dedicated to eliminating domestic
violence through prevention, education and intervention.
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Safe Harbor Recieves Grant from
Anthem for Diaper Pantry Program
Anthem shares a common goal with Safe Harbor of Northeast
Kentucky, to help end domestic violence by transforming
lives through support, education, providing access to high
quality health care, counseling and advocacy. Anthem has
provided $10,000 to Safe Harbor of Northeast Kentucky to
address immediate selfcare needs of moms, small children
and babies receiving services at Safe Harbor of Northeast
Kentucky. The Diaper Pantry program will provide basic care
items to survivors of domestic violence who are staying at
and or receiving services from Safe Harbor. Anthem has
also been conducting monthly health education classes for
the survivors who are staying at Safe Harbor as a part of the
collaboration.

Lobster Fest 2022!
Sitting on the Dock of the Bay
Planning is underway for this
year’s Lobster Fest, which is celebrating its 15th year. The event
is sponsored by Safe Harbor
and the Boyd County Medical
Alliance. Among those serving
on the planning committee are
Bruce Davis, Jan Walz, Heather
Van Deren, Executive Director, Ann Perkins, Former Chair
Susan Fried, Tina Dotson, Lisa
Justice, Mia Brown, Theresia
Gussler, Mark Kloha, Beth Lunsford and Tiffanie Buckner. The
event will be Saturday, August
13, 6:30 p.m.-midnight, at Bellefonte Country Club. Live music by The Bad Habits, silent and live auctions, Pollock’s Jeweler’s will be hosting
everyone’s favorite, gem scoop. There will be great food
and fun! Individual tickets are $175 and a wide range of
sponsorship opportunities are available. For more information on the event please call 606.329.9304.

6th Annual Happy Feet 5K!
The 6th annual Happy Feet 5k is Saturday July 23rd. Race starts at 9am around
Central Park. There will be a virtual option available as well. Register online at
www.tristateracer.com. Proceeds go to
support art programs at Safe Harbor. Our
art studio has been an amazing place for
survivors to go and relieve stress and
learn new skills. For more information
regarding sponsorship or registration
contact 606.329.9304
Register online at www.
tristateracer.
com

Domestic violence services are funded, in whole or in part, from federal and state funds
provided by the Cabinet for Health and Family Services through a contract with KCADV.
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Celebrating 15 years of Lobster Fest!!!!

Save the date!!!
Saturday, August 13
6:30 p.m. - Midnight
Bellefonte Country Club
• Great food!
• The area’s best live
and silent auctions!

Call (606) 329-9304 for sponsorship and
reservation information.

